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Notes from HELCOM Science Agenda Task Group 4-2020 

The 4th Meeting of the HELCOM Science Agenda TG was held 16 June 2020 as on online meeting. 

The Meeting was attended by representatives from Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Russia and 

Sweden. Ulla Li Zweifel and Jannica Haldin participated from the HELCOM Secretariat.  

The aim of the Meeting was to discuss the guidance for further work from HOD 58-2020 and agree on next 

steps towards finalizing the Science Agenda report by end of 2020.  

Agenda item 1 Adoption of the Agenda 

The Meeting adopted the agenda of the provisional annotated agenda (document 1-1).  

Agenda item 2 Outcome of HOD 58-2020 

The Meeting discussed the outcome of HOD 58-2020 and agreed on the following with reference to specific 

paragraphs of the HOD outcome:  

• para 4.48, The Meeting agreed to put additional efforts on formulating the link between 

highlighted science needs and how the knowledge can support marine management and 

implementation of HELCOM agreements. To fulfil this aim, the Group felt that it would be useful to 

get examples from countries on where they find that such links are currently not well established. 

• para 4.49, The Meeting agreed to cross-check the prioritized science needs with the actions 

preliminarily proposed for inclusion in the updated BSAP in the next round of revisions to the 

Science Agenda (see AI6, Next steps) 

• para 4.50, The Meeting discussed the request to “add a section on knowledge needs on the 

application of HELCOM instruments in relation to other legal frameworks, e.g. various international 

regulations and instruments such as the Espoo Convention”. The Meeting felt that it was unclear 

what type of science that was implied by the request and whether this perhaps would suit better as 

a management action to be included in the BSAP rather than an issue to be raised in the Science 

Agenda. The Meeting invited Sweden to clarify the intention of including such aspect in the Science 

Agenda.  

• para 4.51, The Meeting took note of the information that the BANOS CSA has completed the 

drafting of the SRIA and that representatives of the HELCOM secretariat has participated in this 

task. 
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• para 4.52, The Meeting considered the request “to ensure that highlighted knowledge do not 

overlap with actions proposed to be included in the BSAP”. Since under para 4.49 of HOD 58-2020 it 

has been requested to establish a clear link between the BSAP and the Science Agenda this request 

was interpreted as that there should be no duplication of issues raised in the two documents. 

Furthermore, the Science Agenda should focus on science and knowledge needs whereas 

assessments and tasks which are under the mandate of HELCOM should primarily be included in 

the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

Agenda item 3 Further development of texts 

The Meeting discussed the status of the current draft and what is required to finalize the Science Agenda, 

The Meeting proposed to use the text on Eutrophication as a good example for the further development of 

topic texts regarding level of details and how to clarify in what way the new knowledge is relevant of 

marine management. 

The Meeting welcomed that Russia will prepare a revised text on marine litter and thereafter share the 

draft with participants of the Science Agenda Task Group for commenting or further distribution to national 

experts. 

The Meeting recalled that Poland has prepared a first draft on Non-indigenous species but that the text 

needs further development according to the agreed guidelines and to resolve existing comments. Countries 

are encouraged to inform the secretariat on the possibility to lead further work on the topic Non-

indigenous species (ullali.zweifel@gu.se).  

The Meeting noted that a first text draft on Underwater noise has been prepared by Finland and that 

Denmark is willing to contribute to the further development of the text. The Secretariat will contact the 

Danish expert, Chair of EN Noise, and discuss next steps and Finland and Germany will be informed 

accordingly. 

The Meeting took note of the proposal to cross-check the highlighted science needs related to Maritime 

Spatial Planning with the outcome of the recently finalized Pan Baltic Scope project. The Secretariat will 

provide further information to Germany that is developing the text in question. 

The Meeting agreed that the Secretariat will prepare first drafts to the introductory texts for chapters 1-3. 

The Meeting proposed to develop an overarching figure with the aim to clarify how the science needs 

highlighted under the different topics will contribute to the implementation of the Ecosystem Approach. 

For the individual topics the Meeting did not find it necessary to include figures but if at later stage it would 

be decided to do so there should for consistency be figures for all topics.  

The Meeting took note that Germany will provide more detailed comments to the text on Eutrophication 

and will also provide new proposals related to biofouling for the topic Shipping. The Meeting also noted 

that it is expected that Sweden will submit detailed comments to the Science Agenda.  

The Meeting proposed to submit the draft agenda to HELCOM Working Group meetings in autumn 2020 to 

inform on how the input survey contributions by the HELCOM expert groups and Working Group have been 

taken forward. The Meeting agreed that the Secretariat will come back with a possible formulation of a 

request to the Meetings. 

The Meeting agreed that the Task Group representatives will provide comments to the proposed format for 

annexes of the report according to the timeline established under AI6, Next steps. The Secretariat will 

thereafter prepare first draft of the annexes for all topics based on the current versions of highlighted 

science needs. The Leads will thereafter be asked to clarify links with the proposed BSAP actions. 

mailto:ullali.zweifel@gu.se
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Agenda item 4 New contributions to the science agenda 

The Meeting agreed that new proposals for the Science Agenda, received through Science Agenda TG or 

from national authorities and experts, should be brought forward to the attention of the Task Group and 

that the experts involved in drafting texts on specific topics should be asked to provide their views on the 

proposals. New proposals can be included in the HELCOM survey on knowledge and science needs and will 

be considered for inclusion as highlighted science needs if identified as of particular importance for 

HELCOM as agreed on a case by case basis by the Science Agenda Group. The Secretariat will at this time-

point provide Germany with details on proposed additional science needs related to the topic Shipping.  

The Meeting noted that the Secretariat will keep a record of proposals on new science needs.  

Agenda item 5 Topics with missing leads 

The Meeting discussed the topic ‘Cumulative impacts’ noting that there has been no offer to the lead the 

development of this topic. The Meeting was of the view that before development this topic it is necessary 

to better define the term ‘Cumulative impacts’ in the HELCOM setting, e.g., is it only related to the 

development of spatial tools or also to research related to cumulative effects of pressures and human 

activities. 

The Meeting asked the Secretariat to, in a first step, clarify how the concept ‘Cumulative impact’ is 

currently used and developed within HELCOM Working Groups. Such information can be supported by the 

planned scoping workshop for HELCOM work on cumulative impact assessments in HOLAS III that will take 

place 8-9 September. The Secretariat will also compile all contributions to the survey of knowledge and 

science needs that are linked to cumulative impacts and make them available to the Science Agenda Task 

Group.  

Agenda item 6 Next steps 

The Meeting agreed for the Science Agenda TG representatives to submit further requests for amendments 

to the HELCOM survey on knowledge needs by 31 August 2020 (ullali.zweifel@gu.se). The Secretariat will 

thereafter submit a request to the contributors to merge or clarify the identified knowledge needs. The 

latest version of the survey and the existing file with proposed amendments can be retrieved at the 

meeting site for Science Agenda TG 2-2020. 

The Meeting agreed on the next steps of the Task Group, as follows: 

First step: 

• Authors: to go through proposed changes in the current draft Science Agenda report (version with 

tracked changes) and accept, or reject and explain why, and send “clean” version to secretariat by 3 

July. No response by this date will be interpreted as tacit approval 

• Science Agenda Task Group: additional comments to the current draft Science Agenda report from 

Task Group representative, or as received nationally, by 3 July. 

• The Secretariat will thereafter prepare a “clean” version with latest comments to be used as a basis 

for further work. 

Second step: 

• Draft introductory texts to chapters prepared by the Secretariat by 31 August and circulated to the 

Science Agenda Task Group 

• Draft annexes to be prepared by the Secretariat by 31 August and circulated to the Science Agenda 

Task Group.  

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/Science%20Agenda%20TG%202-2020-722/default.aspx
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• Updated texts on topics by lead countries prepared by 14 September (i.e. update to introductory 

texts to topics and to the highlighted science needs) together with an initial establishment of links 

to proposed actions for the BSAP. 

• Updated texts on Marine litter, Non-indigenous species and Underwater noise to be submitted to 

the Secretariat as soon as possible and no later than 14 September. 

Third step: 

• Updated consolidated report to be circulated by Secretariat for final comments by the Science TG 

by 28 September 

• Fourth Meeting of the Task Group to be held the week staring with 12 October; the Secretariat will 

set up a poll to decide on the date. The Meeting will be held online or as a physical meeting to be 

decided at a later stage. 

• Preparedness by Science Agenda TG for revision of texts and review of the whole report in mid-

October to mid-November  

• Submission of final draft to HOD; mid-November 2020 

 

The Meeting agreed that the Secretariat will contact the TG representatives intersessional as needed, e.g. 

to inform on new proposals for the Science Agenda (AI4) or how to proceed with the topic ‘Cumulative 

impacts (AI5). 

Agenda item 7 Notes from the meeting 

The Notes from the meeting was approved through written procedure. 

 


